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platinum crucible *. But these and the other expferimen- J^jJP-n*
tal proofs being examined by Darracq^ that accurate che-
mist ascertained that the results obtained by Desorrnes
and Morveau were owing, in most cases, to the impurity
of the potash with which they had made their experi-
ments ; while in others they had drawn wrong inferen~
ces from mistaken resemblances f. Their hypothesis
of course cannot be maintained.

This question, inferior to none in the annals of che-  ComposI-
mistry, has been at last decided by the happy sagacity  ^of pot"
of Mr Davy, who has recently enriched chemistry with
a long train of the most important and brilliant disco-
veries.     Potash, it follows from his experiments, is a
compound of oxygen and a new metal^ to which he has
given the name of potassium.

When potash is perfectly dry it is a non-conductor of How de*
electricity, but it becomes a conductor when slightly compos
moistened on the surface, a degree of moisture which
it acquires by being exposed for a few seconds to the
atmosphere. When pieces of potash in this state are
placed upon a disc of platinum attached to the nega-
tive end of a powerful galvanic battery, and a platinum
wire from the positive extremity is made to touch its
upper surface, the potash is gradually decomposed^
oxygen gas separating at the extremity of the positive
wire, while globules of a white metal like mercury
appear at the side in contact with the platinum disc.
A number of accurate experiments demonstrated to Mr
Davy, that these globules were the basis of potash,
and that they were converted into potash by absorbing
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